AGRICULTURAL LABOURERS IN MODERN
INDIA AND PAKISTAN*
the agrarian society in pre-nineteenth century India1 consisted
of largely self-sufficient village communities in which the culti-
vators and artisans had lived together for centuries on the basis
of traditional arrangements regulating the exchange of the culti-
vators' products and the artisans' services. Each farmer carried
on the cultivation of his farm with the assistance of his own family.
In such a society, founded on the integrated unity of agriculture
and handicrafts, there was little room for the existence of an
independent and distinct class of landless agricultural
labourers whose main source of livelihood was work on the land
of others for which they received compensation in kind or
cash.
All accounts dealing with India prior to the twentieth century
drew attention to the relative absence of such an independent
class of landless agricultural labourers2. This was also conclusively
proved by the census returns for the last three decades of the nine-
teenth century which showed that agricultural labourers formed
less than fifteen per cent of the agricultural population covered by
the census enumerations (see Table 1).
Sir Henry Maine, with deep historical insight, remarked during
the third quarter of the nineteenth century that "just as according
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